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18 November 2023 Statement

English only

n of Online Education on

Addressing the Fundamental Solution to Poverty through Expan:
‘Social Digital Entrepreneurship’

The Blue Tree Foundation proposes the expansion of online education on 'Social Digital
Entreprencurship' to children and youth worldwide as a fundamental solution to the issuc of poverty

For Social Global poverty is not decreasing casily. The amount of aid to developing countries continues to
cial increase, but the effectiveness is lacking. Economic growth and poverty reduction in these countries do
not necessarily follow. Instead, conflicts between humans, such as cyber violence, hatred, and war, are
on the rise. These conflicts threaten the lives of the impoverished and make them even poorer.
the World Summit for Social Development and ve: P e ¢ them even poore:
f the General Assembl

h While educational inequality is often cited as the cause of poverty, the reality is that many children in
ty Theme: “Fostering social development and social developing countries lack even the basic infrastructure to focus on proper academics. They often find
Jjustice through social policies to accelerate progress on the themselves engaged in - with physical time, a lack of dedicated study spaces.
Implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable and a :horhsc of quality cducation and caring instructors. In essence, what these children need first is
Development and to achicve the overarching goal of poverty the of the issue that allows them to receive a complete education,
eradication™. rather than just educational content and devices.
Statement submitted by The Blue Tree Foundation, a non- The solution is online education utilizing digital technology. It allows for a much greater degree of
governmental organization in consultative status with the frecdom from temporal and spatial constraints. making it Casicr to connect with outstanding inetractors
Fconomic and Social Council* The costs of promoting and implementing online education are significantly lower compared to offline
cducation. On the other hand, the added value is substantial. Global wealth is converging towards the
y digital-based big tech market: AL big data. driving. Chat GPT. and more.
The Secretary-General has received the follov ent, which is being dominating nearly every scotor. inclading the cconomy. socicty. culture, and the arte, Digital authority
circulated in accordance with paragraphs 36 and 37 of Economic and Social Council 2 nea 2 > 2!

elution 1556 /SK has become the new power. In the midst of this paradigm shift. digital thinking” is the essential skill

currently nceded to survive. During the COVID-19 period. the number of interet users increased
significantly. from 4.1 billion in 2019 (54% of the world's population) to 4.9 billion in 2021 (63% of
the world's population). However. only a fraction of the global population possesses this ability to
actively utilize digital thinking

Therefore, it is now necessary to provide online education on 'Social Digital Entreprencurship’
children worldwide. While traditional digital literacy’ cducation only teach digital praficiency. ‘Social
Digital Entreprencurship’ teaches managing with utilizing digital while cultivating pioncering spirit and
civie consciousness. It is now crucial to provide practical assistance to break the cycle of poverty by
ensuring that children do not get left behind, but rather take the lead in the global digital technology
market that generates profit

A social digital entreprencur’ refers to an individual who possesses both moral character and
capability. Moral character denotes the ability to live and cooperate with others, while capability refer
to the knowledge and skill required to thrive in a rapidly changing world. Those who possess both
moral character and capability can generate both cconomic and social value. Pursuing cconomic
development alone can perpetuate poverty for the disadvantaged and exacerbate social issues.
Likewise, focusing solely on social development can make it challenging to obtain the resources and
momentum necessary to ultimately address poverty issues. However. if the number of individuals with
social digital entreprencurial spirit continues to grow, it will enable a sustainable society, creating a
virtuous cyele structure

Blue Tree Foundation has been consistently engaging in activitics that bridge cconomic value of

* The pre: businesses and social values of civil socicty for global sustainability. Projects such as the youth cyber
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employment
and decent work for all as 2 way of overcoming inequalities {n
aceelerate the recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic an

the full implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable

Development

Statement submitted by The Blue Tree Foundation and the
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The Secretary-General has received the following statement, which is heing
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The resolution acknowledges some of the
dmta on the aging population, current
challenges (poverty, old age. lack of social
connection), and new challenges (climate
change. impacts of digital transformation).
He also provided input on how Ce ica
has been an advocate for these issues for
many years as well as how it has
implemented many of its policies ba d on
MIPPA. The former Head of the DE
Programme on Ageing provided some
remarks on MIPPA and how the
implementation to datc is not sufficicnt. He
stated that there must be ternational
cansensus to make sure that MIPPA is well-
implemented. He also pointed out that some
of the current obstacles to full
implementation are due to insufficient
structures, lack of financial resources. and
disinterest from the younger generation. The
cvent continued with input from Turkey™s
Darector Genesal of Services for Person:

with Disabilities and the Elderly. sh-_- e
that there is a lack of f the

hs 36 and 37 of Economic and Social Council

FELEE Afo|=o[HIE

tal Well-being and
Addressing Digital Inequality for
Sustainable Employment and Decent
Waork of Youth

won (The for
Youth Vielence), and The European Youth
Information and Counseling Agency
(ERYICA). The cvent focused on the
aspects of digital well-being that may affect
the future and sustainable development of
all, with a special focus on youth, and
different ways to recover from COVID-19
the post-pandemic era through the

urpose of MIPPA and that many ides
individuals do not know that MIPPA can be
used as an advacacy tool. She also pointed
out that national reports on aging m.gm not
always reflect the actual disparities in the
She her
with a call to action for member states 1o
pursuc a social justice approsch. The event
concluded with questions and discussion.
For more information about MIPPA. please
visit:

hitps://warw un.org desa/ugein

use of digitl - The
mecling started with opening remarks from
Jong Ik Lee. Secretary General of The Blue
Foundation. The event was mostly led
by young panclists: The first speaker was
Enca Remna, Secretary Dircctor of ERYICA.
startcd by addressing the nature of
information and how it has changed over the
past few years, specifically how information
reliability has become harder to obtain. She
provided information about how Covid-19
Bk AL it sl Bt il i
providing proper youth

w'mindrid-plan-of action-and its-
implementation himl

serviees. Sh( also rmphnslrxd the different
global views of mental health services and
how countries treat mental health services
globally. The co-founder and CEOQ of the
Logout Organization, Boris Veler, provided
some remarks about employment and
quality jobs in the digital transformation cra.
He provided positive and negative insights
into digital technology. The event continued
with s from UN Youth Delegates of

-1

ECN,

2NGOS
Statement

Reqahitions (3 betdge iSgit gay and digital dysftnction to creats foll wad peod eetive
employment and decent work

The Blue Tree Foundation and the European Y outh Information and Counselling Agency propose
the need for a system, international cooperation, education dissemination, and digital company
abligations for youths suffering from digital dysfunction and digital gap that disrupt productive
employment and the ereation of decent work

Digital technoloay, which has been developing at the fastest pace in human history during the 21st
century, is the scalest opportunity and biggest threat to modern-day people. Over the past few years
the of digital have increased even more rapidly due to
he COVID19 pandemic. The United Nations warmed of a sigaificant inerease in inflammatory hate
specch and cybererime as Intemet usage increased during the pandemic: and the International
Telecommunication Union data of the increase in Internet users from 4.1 billion (54% of the world's
population) in 2019 to 4.9 billion (63%) proves how much the Internet environment has spread in a
short period.

As a result. both emerging and advanced countries are facing the dvsfunction and division of
digital technology that they have never experienced before: in narticular. emerging counmcs are
accelerating the vicious cvele of unemplovment and poverty due to the serious digital di
According to the Pew Research Center in the United States. advanced countries had luahzr
smartphone ownership rates than emerging countries and were more likely to be owned by vounger
and more educated people. In other words. in the digital era. vouth living in countries that lack digital
technology. which directly affects economic growth. limit access to quality education as well. This
situation causes mankind to lose existing jobs and allows only the higher-educated people using more
advanced digital technology to survive, worsening the polarization.

Meanwhile, advanced countries are also frequemly experiencing dvsfunctions such as
cyberbullying due to the proliferation of digital technology. According to the 2022 National Research
on School Violence and Cyber Violence conducted by the Blue Tree Foundarion. the victim rate of
cyberbullying among Korean students has tripled from 5.3% in 2019 to 16.3% 20, and nearly
doubled to 31.6% in 2021, The trauma and wounds caused by cvberbullying eanﬁrlem:ed ata young
age are not quickly dissolved and linger as digital footprints, negatively affecting vouth employment
and economic activities. Those affected by cvberbullying are not able to follow the school curriculum
due to mental trauma or necessary procedures such as counseling, treatment, and legal resolution, or
suffer from depression, resulting in a loss of motivation and confidence for economic activities.

In addition. these problems have spread to general households. creating an unstable youth group.
Over 1.800 young peonle from 46 countries participated in a brief survey on emotional wel
conducted by the European Youth Information and Counselling Azency in January 2021. The answers
showed that voung people. especially vulnerable vouth. have experienced some of the most severe
consequences of isolation. decreased education and iob cm:otmmlles and reduced leisure activities.
The same study included interviews with 150 vouth
reported an unprecedented increase in mental health issues and dmm
their services.

among young people reaching

Meanwhile, several previous studies showed that the digital dvsfunction phenomenon that
occurred in advanced countries is appearing similarly in emerging countries. as digital eivilization has
wradually developed. In particular, India, which has the highest economic rowth rate in the 21st
century. is one of the countries with the highest rate of cyberbullying in the world, and is increasing
every vear. Similarly, more than half of South Africa's parents also say their children are victims of
cyberbullying. However, these emerging countries with cconomic and educational level gaps
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the Blue Tree Foundation_ The event
provided good nput on the interscctionality
between well-being and technology. The
cvent also discussed recommendations to of youth drawing on their expericnces. The
nddress digital incqualitics s well s how to thematic theme for the second scssion was
achicve digital “ the Dominant
The event concluded with questions and Paradigm- Ensunng Secial Proteciions and
discussion Just Transitions For the Changing Waorld of
Woark”. It focused an how 1o address
Civil Society Forum 2023 Miciigh epte:
Peaple-C: "‘"‘" and Rights Based contcred policies and rethinking global
Approac economic armangements. The purpose of the
session was o think throsgh dominen:
ecomomic paradigms and how to mediate the
caused by these parad The
forum concluded with summary remarks
from Dir. Iy Ofon, National Coordinator of
the Worldwide Nerwork Nigeria.
by closing remarks from Lara Hicks, Exccutive
husw:d;mnll, by UNDESA- DlsD the NGO ARSIt PO Doatitfe s oo S
= for Social Development, and the P
Frietrh et Stiftung (FES) Foundation.
The Vice Chair of the NGO Commitice on
Social Development, Mary Ann Dantuono,
welcomed all participants and then
w CSocD6
meed Tor prodactive cmployment and decent
work in the reduction of poverty and the
achicvement of the Agenda 2030 as well as
o humnan rights p and
social dislogue. The cvent continued with
remarks from the Chair of the NGO
Comumitice for Secial Development, the
Bureau of CSocD Chair, the Under-
Secretary General DESA., the director of the
Division of Inclusive Social Development at
the UN/ DESA. the UN Special Rapporicur
on extreme poverty and human rights. the
Direcsor of the Fricdrich Ebert Foundation
(FES). and Exceutive Assistant of the NGO
Commities foe Sorial Dew clopment. The
first thematic session, “Working Toward
Conerete Solutions for Marginalized Young
People Fucing Unemployment,“addressed
stemic discrimination and how to create
wark opportunitics. 1t also presenicd how

arganizations have been promating concrete
innovative programs involving youtl

Each year, a
forum arganized
by civil socicty
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TASSW UN Team meets in New Yor!
Five of LASSW’s
represcentatives to the
UN in New York
were shle to meet in
person on February §
during the wock of the
Commission on
Social Development. After 3 years of






